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MONTHLY  FOOD  SUPPLY  REPORT     -  DECEMBER  19^6 


The  December  survey  of  the  adequacy  of  food  supplies  shows  general  increases 
in  availability  of  most  foods  as  compared  with  the  previous  month.     For  the 
country  as  a  whole  supplies  of  canned  fruit  cocktail,  and  canned  pears, 
canned  pineapple  and  pineapple  Juice,  canned  tomatoes,  frozen  strawberries, 
bacon,  canned  salmon,  tuna,  and  sardines;  margarine,  shortening,  salad  oils, 
soaps  and  washing  powders,  and  rice  were  insufficient  to  meet  general 
demands.     All  other  items  were  generally  adequate  or  surplus.    A  significant 
proportion  of  areas  reported  surpluses  of  canned  grapefruit  juice,  canned 
orange  Juice,  canned  orange -grapefruit  blended  Juice,  fresh  oranges,  Irish 
potatoes,  and  fresh  cabbage. 

The  192  repor'''s  Summarized  in  this  analysis  are  based  6n  information  gathered 
during  the  first  week  of  December  by  field  representatives  of  the  Production 
and.  Marketing  AdT.inj stration  at  meetings  of  food  advisory  committees  and  by 
direct  co.f.munication  with  the  food  trades.     The  nuraber  of  area  reports 
received  from  each  of  the  five  regions  is  as  follows:  nor+'heast  29;  midwest 
62;  south  U3;  southwest  yj;  arid  west  21. 

The  analysis,  as  In  the  past,  is  devided  into  three  parts.    Part  I  is  a 
narrative  sumrAry  of  the  month's  developemente .    Part  II  sets  forth  percentage 
figijres  for  each  region,  deviding  commodities  into  three  groups;  generally 
scarce,  generally  adequate,  and  unbalanced.     It  must  be  remembered  that 
these  percentages  are  based  on  the  number  of  areas  reporting  the  situation, 
rather  than  on  quantitative  measures  of  the  supply      Furthermore,  each  area 
report  is  given  equal  weight  in  computing  regional  and  U.  S.  totals.  Thus, 
shortage  situations  or  differences  among  regions  may  be  exaggerated.  Part 
III  shows  the  food  availability  situation  in  23  selected  localities. 

The  three  catagories  of  adequacy  of  supplies  used  In  this  survey  are  defined 
as  follows: 


Scarce:      Supply  is  less  than  three-quarters  of 
current  demand. 


Adequate:  Supply  is  more  than  three-quarters  of 
current  demand  bu-^  not  sufficiently  in 
excess  of  demand  to.  cause  excessive 
inventories . 


Surplus:    Supplies  aya.ilable  in  quantities  greater 
than  demand .     Inventories  heavy  and 
rapidly  beccming  excessive  in  view  of 
current  level  of  demand. 


PAET  I  -  AEEQIMCY  OF  FOOD  SIFTlIES 


Fruits  ond  Yc-'^etables 


Canned  Friiitsj     Suprlios  of  earned  fraitc  v-:  re  rore  renorally  ireeting  demand, 
in  early  Decerr^ter  than  during  the  previous  month.     In  e'^rly  December,  fruit 
cocktail  viae  sc^^rce  in  35  percent  of  the  reporting  p,re?.s  corrared  with  72 
percent  the  previo'-js  month,     Carned  pears  were  scarce  in  66  percent  of  the 
areas  this  month  compored  with  87  percent  in'  e^  rly  November,     Peaches  '.vere 
adequate  in  87  percent  of  the  reportine  areas  sho'wing'  a  considerable  increase 
over  the  previous  month  in  the  proportion  of  areas  reporting  adequate 
supplies.     Pinearple  continued  scarce  in  pr^^^ticeJly  all  areas, 

earned  Juices*    Adeauate  or  surplus  supplies  of  grapefruit  juice,  orang;e 
iuice  and  nranjre-erapef ruit  blended  juices  •'■•^cre  indicf'ted  -for  all  reporting 
areas. arid  rurplus  su^rilies  7/ere  reported  in  nbout  one-half  of  the  areas. 
Tomato  juice  was  generally  edeauate,     Pinea-^plf'  juice  continued  scarce  in 
almost  all  reas. 

Canned  Veretablesj    Of  the  four  major  canned  vegetables,  only  tomatoes  were 
-nneraiiy  scarce  for  the  country  as  a  whole.     Canned  irreen  '("■e^^ns,  corn,  and. 
peas  were  adequate  or  surplus  in  98  percent  of  the  reporting;  areas  during 
early  December,  and  canned  tomatoes  v^ere  a'equai;e  in  only  58  percent. 

Frozen  Foods;     During  December  supplies  of  frozen  fruits  and  vcp-etables  were 
more  generally  meetini^  the  demands  +.han  at  any  t?m.e  during  the  past  year. 
Frozen  apricots  were  adequa>te  or  surplus  in  P2  percent  of  the  reporting 
areas  and  frozen  peaches  in  89    percent.    Frozen  strr^wbcrrifs  were  scarce 
in  33  percent  of  the  areas  throughout  the  country  in  December  as  compared 
to  46  percent  in  early  Novem.ber  and  79  percent  a  year  ago.    Frozen  com, 
snap  beans,  peas,  and  spinach  were  adeouatc  in  rlmost  all  areas.  Frozen" 
lima  beans  were  adequate  in  76  percent  of  the  areas  in  Decem.ber  as  compared 
to  60  percent  a  month  earlier. 

Dried  Foods;     The  supply  of  dried  prunes  w-^s  Fv-'.tln-  dem.and  in  93  percent 
and  raisins  in  82  percent  of  the  reporting-  pro"s  in  December,     Dry  beans 
were  adequate  in  74  percent  of  the  reporting-  areas  for  the  country  as  a 
whole  compared  with  29  nercent  in  November  and  21  percent  a  year  ago. 

Fresh  Foods:    Fresh  oranges  and  Irish  potatoes  -"ore  adequate  or  surtjlus 
in  all  reporting  areas,     Significant  surpluses  of  oranres  were  reported 
in  the  northeast  and  south,     Irish  potatoes  were  surplus  in  76  percent  of 
th:  are-s  in  the  northeast,  70  percent  in  the  south,  48  percent  in  the 
midwest,  46  percent  in  '  he  southrest,  and  33  percent  in  the  west.  The 

supply  of  crbbf^ge  was  meeting  the  demand  in  practically  all  areas  and 
surpluses  were  indicated  in  28  percent  of  the  are-s  in  the  northeast  and 
26  percent  in  the  south. 

Feats*    Fert  supplies  vore  Tmore  .t^enerolly  me,tinq  demands  in  December  than 
pt  any  time  during  the  p- st  ye-r.     Beef  steaks,  roasts,  hrmburrer,  veal 
steaks,  chops  and  ro-^sts,  pork  loin  chops  -nd  roasts  v;ere  adequate  or 
surplus  in  99  percent  of  the  reportinr:  areas  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 
Lamb  steaks,   chops,  rnd  roasts,  and  fresh  hrm  and  shoulder  v;ere  adequate  ■ 
or  surplus  in  97  percent  of  the  reporting  areas.    For  the  country  ^s  a. 
wh-le,   supplies  of  cured  h-m    nd  shoul  der  v.-erc  rdemr^e  or  surplus  in 
79  percent  of  the  reporting  r- re- s  and  were  -encrally  scarce  only  in  the 
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v/ost  v'hors  52  ncrcont  of  the  rrc«^s  reported  the  item  ^. s  scarce.  Salted 
fat  cvts  verc  "dcqurtc  or  surplus  in  76  ncrcent  of  the  nreps  for  the  country 
f's  n  v/'holc  <^.lthnufh  this  iter,  v/ns  scarce  in  52  rnd  37  percent  of  the  rrep.s 
in  the  southvest  nnd  v.'ost  respectively.    A  docrerso  in  the  percent," co  of 
arcns  rcportinfr  brcon  scarce  'A'as  observed  ns  48  percent  of  then  reported 
scnrce  in  Dcccinber    s  comprred  to  91  percent  in  November.     Supplies  of 
cold  cuts,  bolo<^nr,  etc.,  were  ndequr.to  or  surplus  in  f.ll  a rc^s.  Ton 
percent  of  the  r.ref^.s  in  the  south  "^nd  vest  reported  surplus  supplies  of 
cold  cuts  r.nd  12  percent  reported  surplus  in  the  midvrcst.     Supplies  of 
canned  ments  v;ere  not  '^eeting- the  deir.?nd  in  30  percent  of  the  arens  in 
Pccf  r'^cr  coiTip'- red  vdth  66  percent  r.  month  ago, 

Fishj     Supplies  o'   fresh  ^nd  frozen  fish  v;ere  adeauatr,  or  surplus  in  94 
percent  of  the  reporting  arens  for  the  country  rs  n  vhole  and  v/ero  generr.lly 
"dcau?te  in  nil  rcf^ions.    Canned  salmon  -.'ras  scarce  in  practically  all  areas. 
Canned  tunr  and  sr^rdines  -'ere  scarce  in  93  rnd  85  percent  of  the  areas 
respectively. 

Dairy  'Products:     Putter  ^^nd  cheese  supplies  r.'orc  rdeouato  or  sumlus  in 
96  "nd  98  percent  of  the  are^s  respectively  ~ri  errly  Tccc-mVior.    E"'''"ror" ted 
ril>  T'"  s  'ideourte  or  surplus    n  ^7  percent  of  the  rrer>s, 

F'^ts  and  Oils;     Supplies  of  nr  r~a  r'' ne  I'/ere  scr^rce  in  72  percent  of  the 
reporting  arer  s  in  December    s  com'^ared  to  98  nercent  in  c  rly  November 
and  33  percent  ^  year  ago.     Seventy-one  percent  of  the  rreas  indiratcd  lard 
supplies  wore  sufficient  to  meet  demand  in  Decer^bor  v;hile  a  month  earlier 
only  11  percent  reported  adequate  or  surplus.     Shortening  and  salad  oils 
continued  scarce  with  80  and  91  percent  of  the  >^reas  respectively,  reporting 
supplies  insufficient  to  meet  dem.and, 

Soap^:  Soaps  rnd  v^shing  povrders  continued  scrrcc  in  nractically  ''11  report- 
ing  area s , 

Sug"' r :     Some  inprovement  in  the  availrbility  of  sugrrwas  observed  during 
the  ppst  m'^nth.     However,  for  the  country  rs  p  whole  supplies  v/ere  meeting 
rrtion  rlemrnd  in  only  20  percent  of  the  reporting  areas,  and  in  the  north- 
east rnd  south  52  and  46  percent  of  the  nreas  rv'^spcctlTely  indicated  scree 
supplies. 

Other  .I"l"ems :     Shell  egs:s  continued  adequa-';e  t  surplus  in  about  92  percent 
of  the  aro's  report^ne-  '^nd  chicVen  supplies  ■'"cro  adeouate  or  surr^lus  in 
98  percent  of  the  rireas.     Corn  m.oal,  brf^ad  ^^nd  vrheat  flour  sunplies  were 
"•cner'^lly  adequ^'-e.     Supplies  of  rice  -"ere  not  sufficient  to  m.ect  demand 
in  84  percent  of  the  aro^s. 
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FOODS  THAT  kliL  GEIJEKALLY  ADi^^UATE,  (B)  —  reported  in  adequate  or  surplus 
supply  by  more  than  tvj-o-thirds  of  the  areas  in  all  five  regions.  Per- 
centages starred  include  10  percent  or  more  "surplus"  reports;  those 
double- starred  include  25  percent  or  more.     National  figures  are  based 
on  the  actual  numoer  of  areas  reporting  and  are  not  averages  of  the  reg- 
ional percentages. 

Percent  Reporting  Adequate  or  Surplus  Supplies 


Fruits  and  Vegetables 

U.  S. 

N.  E. 

M.  v';. 

b  . 

S .  \i. 

Canned  Peaches 

87 

83 

93 

79 

61 

100 

Canned  Grapefruit  Juice 

lOO-x-x- 

100-;h;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-s;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;:h 

Canned  Orange  Juice 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

lOOi;-^ 

Canned  Orange-Grapefruit  Juice 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-x- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-^ 

Canned  3eans,  Green  k  V7ax 

98 

100 

98 

100-;;- 

100 

86 

Canned  Corn 

96 

93 

100 

98 

97 

100 

Canned  Peas 

98 

96 

9&^ 

9&C  • 

.100 

95 

UaiUlcU    lUIUciUU  dU-LCc 

oft 

yj" 

7<- 

Frozen  Apricots 

92 

97 

100 

65 

83 

95-;;- 

Frozen  Peaches 

89 

97 

96 

78 

77 

100-;;- 

ri  UZiCll    OIi<ip  JDccliio 

n  no 

0^ 
7  J 

1  on 

Frozen  Cut  Corn 

97 

97 

100 

88 

97 

100 

Frozen  Peas 

97 

97 

100- 

88 

100 

100 

Frozen  Spinach 

99 

100 

100 

95 

100 

100-;;- 

Dried  Prunes 

93 

96 

90 

66 

100 

95 

Fresh  Oranges 

100-;;- 

100-x- 

100 

100-;;-;;- 

100 

100 

Irish  Potatoes 

100-x-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;- 

Fresh  Cabbage 

100-;;-;;- 

100-;;- 

100-x-;;- 

97 

100 

Meats,  Fish,  Dairy  Products, 

• 

Fats  and  Oils 

Beef  Steaks 

99 

100 

100-;;- 

100 

97 

lOO^t 

Q9 

7  7 

1  DO 

1  00-;;- 

1  00 

Q7 

1  00 

Hamburger 

99 

100 

100 

100 

97 

100 

Veal;  Steaks,  Chops  (?-.  Roasts 

QO 
77 

1  C\C\ 

yo 

"1  no 

7  { 

T  OO 

Lamb:  Steaks,  Chops  &  Roasts 

97 

100 

100 

98 

91  ' 

95-- 

Pork:  Loin,  Chops  &  Roasts 

99 

100 

98 

100 

100 

95 

Ham  £:  Shoulder,  Fresh 

97 

97 

98 

98 

100 

86 

Cold  Cuts:  Bologna,  Salami,  Etc. 

100 

100 

100-;;- 

100-;;- 

100 

100-;^ 

Fish,  Fresh  &  Frozen 

91; 

97 

95-;:- 

100 

86 

9U 

Butter 

96 

97 

97 

91 

97 

100 

Cheeses  (All  Types) 

98 

97 

98 

100 

9U 

100 

Evaporated  Milk 

87 

97 

98 

77 

69 

90 

Miscellaneous 

Shell  Eggs 

9U 

97 

97 

93 

9U 

86 

Chicken 

98 

100 

100 

98 

9U 

100 

Corn  Meal 

83 

83 

79 

91 

77 

8a 

IV'heat  Flour 

92 

100 

100 

96^- 

73 

100 

Bread 

92 

100 

100 

95 

73 

100 
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FOOEB  THAT  APE  GENEHAUJ  SCARCE  (A)  --  reported  ecoroB       at  lamBt  one -third 
the  are««  in  all  five  regions.    National  figures  are  baeed  on  tho  Actual 
number  of  arf^a^a  reporting,  5U^  aro  not  «rrerago8  of  tl)e  regional  peroentagee. 


Percent  Repor^.lag  3gtir*ce  Suppllos  . 


Prtilta  and  Vegetable  a 

U.  S. 

N.  E. 

N.  W, 

3. 

S.  W.  . 

V. 

Canred  PineappLs 

S0 

?7 

98 

98 

97 

100 

Canned  PinaappLa  Juice 

97 

95 

93 

98 

97 

100 

Meata,  Flah,  Fats  &  Oila 


Pork:  Bacon 

US 

55 

40 

37 

81 

Canned  Salmon 

99 

97 

100 

96 

100 

100 

Canned  Tuna 

93 

97 

97 

81 

9^ 

95 

Canrjsd  Sardiaea 

35 

33 

89 

79 

86 

90 

Margarine 

72 

66 

73 

63 

U6 

95 

Shortening 

80 

93 

58 

^1 

67 

100 

Salad  Oils 

91 

71 

98 

Qk 

75 

100 

Soap:  Bar  Laundry 

93 

97 

93 

93 

97 

100 

Flake e  &  Granule a 

97 

97 

100 

93 

89 

100 

Washing  Powders 

96 

97 

100 

95 

92  . 

95 

Miscellaneous 

Rice 

31* 

86 

90 

79 

69 

95 

FOODS  THAT  ARE  UNBALANCED  (U)  --  reported  adequate  or  eurplufl  In  more  than 
two-thirds  of  the  areaa  in  one  to  four  regions,  scarce  in  other  regions . 
National  figures  are  based  or.  the  actual  number  of  ajrea?  reporting,  arid  are 
not  areragBS  of  the  regional  percentages. 

Percent  Repor*ina|  Ade(^uate  or  Sorplue  Supplies 


Fruits  and  Vegetables 

U.  S. 

N.  W, 

S. 

S.  W. 

w. 

Canned  Fruit  Cocttall 

65 

hi 

70 

51 

73 

36 

Canned  Peare 

3U 

Ik 

39 

26 

30 

67 

Canned  Tomatoes 

58 

31 

66 

67 

66 

33 

Frozen  Strawberries 

67 

90 

75 

^ 

U9 

63 

Frozen  Lima  Beans 

76 

90 

32 

3h 

73 

Dried  Papains 

82 

6k 

3U 

81 

39 

90 

Dry  Beans 

Ik 

71 

fill 

72 

62 

71 

Meat,  Fats  and  Oils 

Pork:  Han  It  Shoulder,  C'ored 

79 

76 

97 

75 

7** 

Salted  Fa*  Cuts 

76 

76 

92 

79 

63 

kd 

Canned  Meats 

70 

90 

35 

57 

53 

50 

Lard 

71 

69 

63 

83 

72 

h3 

MlBoellaneoua 

Sugar 

30 

US 

98 

5U 

9U 

100 
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